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The Plainsman,

The man was riding Just below the
summit of the rldge, occasionally np
Nfting his head so nw 1o gnze ACTUES
the crest, shading his eyen with one
hand, to thus better concentrate hin
vision. Both horse and rider platniy
exhibited signs of wenriness, bt
every movement of the latter showed
ceaselesn vigllance. his glance reamn
g the barren ridges, s bhrown Win
chester Iving cooked pcross the snddle
pommel, his left liand taut on the
tein. Yet the horse he heatrode

= senroely required restralnt, advabcing
A slowly, with bead hanoging low, and
only oceamionally breaking lnto =n
BHEr trot under the impeius of the
spur,

The ridér was n man approaching
thlrty. momewhat slender nnd long of
Umhb, but possessing brosd. sanared
shoulders above n deep choent, mitting
the suddle easily in plalnsman fasn
- | fon, vet with an ereciress of eatiinge
which auggedted military trainipg
The tace undor the wide brim of the
wontherworn slouch hat was glear
shaven, browoed by wun and wind
and strongly marked, the chin slight-
Iy rrominent, the motith firm, the gray
even full of charactar and daring. His
dress was that of rough service plain
Jeather “chaps,” showing moarks of
harg, ueage, & gray woelen shirt turh-
od Jow &t the nock. with n kerchlef

o

|

" knotted loosnly about the sinewy
bronzed throat.. At one hip dangled |
the holkter of a “farty-five,™ on the

other hung a canvas-covered capteron
His was figure und face to be poted
anywhere, a man from whom you
would expect both thought and actlon,
and one who seemed to exactly fit
“Into bis wild environment
-w,;m he rode wus the very wesi-
" e extreme of the pralrie country,
‘billowed like the sea, and from off the
erest of its higher ridges, the wile
‘Iwoi aweep of the plains was vixible,
- extending like a vast brown ocean to
‘the foothills of the faraway moun
talns.  Ye! the actun] commencement
of that drear, Barren expanse was
fully ten miles distant, while ull
about where hie rode the conformation
was {rregular, comprising narrow val
teys and ewelling mounds, with here
gnd there o sharp ravine, riven from
the rock and invisible untll one drew
up startled at .its very brink. The
{1y gineral trend of depression was un-
\ doubtedly popthward leading townrd
the valley of the Arkansas, yet lrregu- |
Iar ridaes oceamionmlly ent  neroms,
adding to the confusion The entire
surrounding landscape precented the
pame aspacl, with tio mpecial object
upon Whieh the eye could rest for
pildance—nn Ltree, no upheaval of |
rotk, tio peculinrity of stmmlii, no
sunkedike trall—all about extended
the same dull, dead monotony of |
brown, sun-baked hills, with slightly
groener depresslons lying between
Antorsporsed by patches of sand or the
—white gleam of  alkall It wis a
. fireary; desurted land, parched under
thﬁ hot silinisy sUn. brightenad by no
| vegefation, excepting sparse bunches

y of huffulo grase or an ovcasional
Y .{umd sage bush, und dlsclosing no
"7 ijhare the slightest sige of buiin
“Enbitution

e rising sun reddened the crest
o of thie bills, and the rider, bulting Lis
o willing horse, sat motloploss. garlng
"l steadlly into the southiwest. Appar
ently be parcelved nothing thern un
“usual. for he wlowly turned his body
© about in the saddle. sweeplug his
. eyes, {noh by Inch, along the line of
the horizon, until the entire cireult
bad boen completed, Then his com:
proased lipn smiled allghtly, hix hand
minconsciously patting  the horse's

e | reckon we're still alone, old girl”
" he sald quietly, a bl of Southern
. wi lo the volce. “We'll irr for
trafl, and take it easy.”
He gwung stiffiy out of the saddle,
and  with reing  dengling over his
!hwlﬂpﬁ begnn the slower wdvanes
tonl. the exhaunted torse trolling
4 His wan not a situstion In
h one could feel certaln of snfety,
I(dl‘ any, ridge might concenl the wary
foomon he sought to uvold, yet hie pro:
r now with canfdencs,
| was the summer of 1888, and the
place the very heart of the Indian
colintry, with every paparite tribe
ratging Bétween the Yellowntons and
“Hranus, sither restless or openly
e war-path, Rumors of atrocitles
were halng retold the langih and
tht of the border. and every re-
: aritting 5 to tither tort or met-
mlﬂhl? ded to the alarm For
“at lpast the Platos Indinns had
d a common ;’w tribal dif-

MeClurg & Cb.

| pavrol wandered roaming war parties,

| hasty thanks of the pey

(LIS 8]

nttacking travelers on the trails, raid
Ing exposed sottipments, and goes
slonally venturing to try open battle
with the small squads of armed men.
In this stress of sudden emargency —
every avallible soldier ‘on active duty
—glvilling had been pressed into sery
ice, and hastlly despatched o warn
exposed wetthors, gulde wagon traing
or carry deapatches betwesn outposts
And thus our rider, Jack Kelth, who
knew every foot of the plains lying
between the Republican and the Can
adlan rivers, was one of these thus
suddenly requisitioned, merely be
chuse be chanced to e discovered un
employed by the harsssed commuander
of 4 cantonment just without the en
virane of Carson Cliv Twanty min
utes later he was riding awiftly into
the northwest, bearing Important
pewh to Genernl Sheridan. commandor
of the Depariment, who happened at
that moment o be at Fort Calrnes
To Kelth this had been merely anoth
er page in a career of ndventure; far
kim to take his life In his hands had
ohg ago twmiome an old story He
hid quietly  performed  the
diaty allotted him, watched & mguad
ron of thoopitrs  trot forth dowi (e
valley of the Republican, received tl
ipiery 1ittle gen 1
eral, and then, having nothing betles
to do. traded hls horse In at the gos
ernment eorral for a fresh mount and
started back ngain for Carson City
For ll:_n greater portion of two nights |
and u day he hnd been in the maddle, |
but he was accustomed to this. for he
hod driven more than opne bunch of
longhorns up the Texas trail and ns
be had elept three hours at Calrnes |
and a# his nerves wore lke steel, the
thought of danger gave him sight
roncern. He was thorpughly tired,
and It rested him to get out of the
saddle, while the freahness of the
morning alr was a tonle, the very
breath of which made him forgetful
of fatlgue

After all, this was [ndeed Lhe very
sort of experience which appealed to
him, and always NHad—thix Ilfe of
peril in the open, under the siars and
the sky. He had constanlly experi
snced It for so long now, eight years
as to make it seem merely naturnl
While he ploughed wsjeadily forwand
through the shifting sand of the gou
lee. bis thonght drifted 1dly back over
those yeams. and sometines be smiled
and occationally frowned, as various
Incldents returned to memory. It bad
beott & rotgh e Yelone nol unnews!

sl

to thoep of Mls generation, Rorn of
avellvnt family it foanter Vieginth
bin futler & succesdsful planter, lils
mot iy Wad dled while be was still in
1 pivhood, and e had own up
st 0% from all wornsnly in re. He
id e attained his mejority, n
snlor at WHiiam and Mary’s Colloge
when the Civil War onme) ami ons
month aftor Virginia cast th her jot
wvith the Sauth, it Chlne & BETENL
in & cavaley e t commanded hy
1ia father, H ol that e
and won Bis spars, Yot It had eost
There wid mnel pot overpledsant to
rotnetiher, gty thoss giepnious years
df wlmiet cedpe)ess Aghting, of long
night mefehos, of wwilt, merciloww
widine. of Toonely scomting within the
uprmy'a  linen.  of  severe: woomls,
trdiblp and snffering, had Ieft thelr
markn on both holly and sohl His

fmther bnd (alien on the fold at Antie
tam, and 6t him uiterls ajone in the
worll. but ke had fought on grim)y
to the wnd, untl] the lust Nag of the
Ponfedersey had Been farlpd, Ty that
time, Upon the collur af hls tattered
gray jacket dppoardd the turnlslivd 1o
lgnin of n tantain  The qulck tears
dlmined hin eyes oven now s he re
ealled wnow that final parting follow
g Appomatiox f'- baitleworn facne
ot hin men, wnd hidown pulnful Joar
ney homeward, defeated, wonnded and
penniless. It wus no home when he
ot there; only & beap of » hes and &
fow worderown acroe  No famillac
face predted him: pot even n slave
wan |eft

He hnd honestly endeavored 4- te
maln there;, to face tha future and
work [t oonut nlotie; he persuaded him
welf to feel that this was his pars
monnt dity to 'the state, to the mem
ory of the dead. Hiit thowe very years
of army e made stch a task Im
poREiTile the doll dend monstony of
ritipe. the lonetinens the slowness
of rednlth. beanme [ntolerahle  An it

caine to thounnuds of hix ,(Oml'.lldﬁﬂl

nt I he ylelded, and drifted to
the frontier. The life thers fascinnt:
od bhim, drasing Kim desper and desp-
er Into Jts ewirling vortex. He™ ho-
came froigbter, mall enariler, hunter,
government Ecout, cowbpy, foreman.
Opge he had drirlpd Ifto «the moun:
talns, and took a. fohimnoe in.the mines,
.gu: the wide plalne cafled him back
ce tore to thair denert lopeliness,
wunn ptter waste i all seemed,
h- poked ‘back upon’it.

the eall of the Went cama lnpllmlﬁh‘_

tann's eres hordenad, his Hps set firme
Iy, a8 tils truth came erushing home,
A pretey life story suraly, one to be
provd of, und with probably no better
ending than an Indlan bullet, or the
flash of a revolver In' some barroom
fight.

Thie narrow yvailloy nlong which he
wen traveling suddenly changed le
ditection. conipelling him to ¢limb the
rine of the ridge, Slightly below the
summit he halted. Tn front extonded
the wide exponse of the Arknnsaw
valley, n soene of splondor nnder the
golden rayw of the sun, with vivid
rontrast of colors, the gray of rocks
the yollow of sand, the brown of dls
tant hilis, the green of vegetation
and the sllver dheeu of LUie slrvain
half hidden behind the fringe af col
tonwoods lining Its barks. This was
a sight Kelth had ofton looked upon
bul always with appractation, snd for
the moment his oyes sweopl soToRe
from bloff to blufl without thought
except for ita wild beauty. Tben he
percelved something which Instantly
startied him |nto attettion—yonder
cloke beslde  the, river, Just beyond
that. rugged bunch of cottonwools
slender spirals of blus sEmoke were
visibhle. That would hardly be & camp
of frelghters at this Lour of 1.0 day
and bealdes, the Bantu Fe trall along
here ran close (n agninst the blof
coming down to the river at the ford
two miles further weat. No party of
plainwmen would ever venturs to balld
A fire In 8o axposed a wpot, and no
emall company would take the
oliatives af ihie Liall
appedred th be the fAap of a canvas
wagon top & lt)e to the right of the
smoke, yel all was so far away he
could not he certain He stared In
that direction a long whiles, shading
his eves with both hands, unable o
decido, There were three ar four moy
Ing LWlaek dots higher up the river, b
ro fur nway bhe could nok distinguish
whether men or animals Only as out-
lined against the vellow satd dunes
canld he tell they were advancing
westunrd toward the ford

Dwcldediy puzzied by all this, yet
determined to solve the mystary and
unwliling to remaln hidden there un-
ti) might, Kelth lod bis horse slong the

o fi bk
Bk muiess el

| wiant of the ridge, until be attained &

Slender Spirals of Blue Smoke Were
Vialble,

sharn break throigh
down into the valley It was & rug
ged grsh, nearly Impassable, bul »
half holir of toll won them the lower
pralrie, the windine puth preventing
the slightost view of what might be
mehnuhile transpiring bolow Onee
ifely out in the villey the river could
no longer be ween, while barely a
hundred yards away, winding along
like a great serpont, ran the deeply
rutted trall to Santa Fe, In nelther
direction appeared any sige of htiman
ife.  As near ss he could delermine
tromfithose distant cottonwoodd out-
linedPagainst the sky. for the wmoke
spirals warse too thin by then to be ob
perved, the apot sought must be con
siderably to the right of where he had
| emerged, With this idea In mind he
pdvanced cautiously, his avery setise
alert, searching anxiously for freah
wlgne of passage or evidencs of a
wagon traln having desertad the beat-
en track, and turned south, The trafl
Itaell, tuntlesn and packed haed, re
vedled nothing, but some five hundred
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Home and

Farm Supplics

Stoves

We can supply your needs in coal
and gas stoves at the lowest price
e, Cook stoves  amd lieating
Sloves ranges, ole,

Paint

The fall ba the best thme o palnt
your houso, because of the searclty
of  flles nod gonats, Also the houss

needs  this  protection  from the
winter rainy and storms, We have
the best grades made, and also

b choapor palnts.

Hardware and Cutlery

There s ne article  In Yhe hard-
ware line thar we do not darcy.This
Includes tools of all Kiods e
chanles and farmers,

Miscellaneous

Our line of harniess Is complote
and attractive in siyle neil price,

Matterles for telephones and gns
engines.  Fresh stock,

Gasollne and olls of all kimds,

Wagons

The famous Blpdsell Wagons Kepl
in stock at ull Theoy are
gunranitoed  and glve satisfuetion
right along, Prices moderate.

vimes.

Machinery

We soll mills of all  kinds—Saw
Mills, Grist Mills, Cane Mills, K
wines, Bollers, ete, We ocan  saye
Fou money,

Doors and Sash

Large stock of doors and sash st
oxtra bargain prices,  We bought a
large bankropt stock and will save

you money.  All kinds of bullders'

supplion,
-
Furniture
Chiaties, Thds, Dressers, Couches,
Tubles, Chiffoneires, Mattronses,

Kitehen Utensils, Dinlng Hoom outs

fts, thar prices are always
as low as possible. ‘P

ot

. Qur Percentage of Profits is Small, and We Névei‘
: Over-Charge a Customer on Any Article.

MAIN STREET,

06500 o0

SNYDER HARDWARE GO!

Incorporated.

LOUISA, KY,

| tirned
pratria pod (o show

| barder he was able to determine that

| poared the marks of a galloping horse

| sweeping fn from

the bluf lesding | -

f

yards beyond the mavine he dlacavered
what he sought—bere two wagots had
wharply te the Jeft, thelr
whotls cuttiog deeply enough Into the
them heavily
Taden, WL the experience of Lhe
these wagohh were drawn by mulea
two span of ench, their small hoofs
clenrly defined on the turf, and that
they were bolng driven rapldly, on &
sharp trol as they turned, and then, |
a bundred feot further, at A slashing
gallop.  Just outalde helr teall ap |

A ftow rods farther along Kelth came
to & confused blur of pony tracks
the sapt, aml the ]
whole story of the chape was revealod
a8 though he hiud witpessed it with his
wn oyes They must bave
orazy, or else Impallod by some grave
pocossily, to verrture along thin tradl
in w0 small m party. And they were

ban

TOILET GOOQD

of quality always in stoun?

We sell ali the leading remedies and fill prescriptions

accurately.

Druggists’
Supplies

A trial will convince vou.

Brushes,
Combs, &

vty

traveling west west! Kelth drew a

desp breath, and swore to himsell
*Of mll the blame fools!™

He pereelved the pleture In sl ite
grawsoms  detalin—the two _mule |
drawn WaKoHs moving ninnlf N
the trall it the early morning; h.-
hand of Tustlle lodians  xoddan)y
swoaping out from seme obeiurs hid- |
Itig place In the bluMs: the discovery

A,

LOUISA.

M. HUGHES, |

# DRUGGIST &
KENTUCKY:

of thelr presence; the desperste «ffort

at escape; the swerving from the

apen trall m valn hope of reaching
the viver and fndlog protection un
dornsath 1ta banks: the [rightened
wules galloptng wildly, lashed lute &

iContinued on plEs sHYEl) ‘

When you have a billous atback

glys Thmmberelin's Tablets trial

Saw-mills, Cornmills, Boilers,

I MONT HOLT :
\

FNCGCGINES, BETC.
Louisa, Ky,

’fhoy are excellent.  For sale Dby

all dealers,

GOOD APPETITE

Mrs. Hansen, In a Letter From
| Mobile, Telis How 5ie Gained It

THS TDYS
|

Mobile, Aln—"1 suffered [or meven
'yann with womanly trouble” wriles
M, Bigurd Hatisew In & luiter from
this elty,  “1 felt weak and aiways had
a hendnche and wan always golug to
\he doator. At lant T was oporated on,
and felt better, but seon 1 Lad the
patl teotililo.

My hustiand nsked mo to try Cardol,
I felt better after thoe Orst vottle, and
now, I hase s popd mjpstis hod Weep
well. 1 feel floe, and theldoator lells
me 1 am looking better than le ever
paw mo."

Tt you are siek and miserchlo, nnd

womanly trouble—try Cardul

Cardul 18 &
compused of Ingredients that hove Leen.

sufter. feom any of the poins due to |

suceosafu!’ becawse 1t 18|
!mlmmwmﬂmmthtwm
hip and | For
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: A TRAINING SCHOOL Fiig TEACHENRS.
COURSES:  Preputory, State Certifionte, Life Diplons
Connty Certificats, Jeview, Special,

Tuition Free to Appointees
Eapenses Very Low.  Ask About 1t Artistic Catalngue Free
Alitress Jo G CHABBE, Prosldont,  Rishmond, l’.:
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NEW

INTERNATIONAL
DICTIONARY

THE MERRIAM WEBSTER?

it s a NEW COHEA-
BQ{!.IIII! TION, covoring every
I.l.:l:l. of Mie World's (hought,
sction and mlmm The only
new unabridged distolary in
IANY FUAmm.

Bec it d.rqm over 400,000
AR Ward); more than ever
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